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tudes of a gruff German bear; Benno makes the fortes the
harsh awakenings of a dreamer.
No. 1 of my Nouveaucc Contes Scabreuoc. The model, of
course, is Villiers de PIsle-Adam's Nouveaucc Contes Cruels:
At a banquet given to celebrate the award of the Order of
Merit the octogenarian recipient makes a speech in which he
boasts that he has always discarded his mistresses as soon as
they arrived at the age of consent.
Nov. 2           Set out for a short lecture tour in Southport
Wednesday, and neighbourhood with Leo Pavia, who held
forth at length on inaccuracies in the musical
world. For example, Johann Strauss?s operette is called not
Der Waldmeistcry but Waldmdstcr. This means not The
Forest Ranger, but Woodruff, which is a sweet-scented herb.
The whole point of the operette, says Leo, is concerned with
the effect of the herb on the characters, whom it makes dance.
Leo was present at the first performance in Vienna in the late
nineties, and saw the old man conduct the Overture.
Southport fascinates me. It was here that I first saw The
School for Scandal, wore my first London-made suit, and had
my first semi-serious illness, a fierce attack of tonsillitis, not
improved when the young and pretty night-nurse jumped into
bed with me, starched cuffs and all, and stayed there. I was
nineteen, and such a hellish little prig that next morning I
begged the doctor to send her away! My lecture, on Bad
Manners, took place in the Congregational Church. It went off
fairly well, though I hadn't reckoned on delivering it from the
pulpit. Audience composed of pigtailed schoolgirls, grinning
schoolboys, and several hundred stolid burgesses with their
wives.
Nov. 3 Same lecture to the members of the St Anne's
Thursday. Women's Luncheon Club. Went much better.
The worst part of lecturing is afterwards. (I see
to it that there is no before !) When I've given my perform-
ance it's over. " Jetzt hab* ich euch eine Kunst gegeben,"
as Wagner said at Bayreuth. I work like a horse to entertain
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